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Bimosen (Story Walks) focus on Anishinaabe language 

In partnership with Anishinaabemodaa: Walking Up Ojibwe, students at 

schools throughout the Rainy River District School Board participated in 

story walks, which focused on Anishinaabe language sounds by 

introducing learners to animals and their traditional teachings. A Story 

Walk is a fun, educational activity that places a children’s book (literally 

a book taken apart) along a walking route in the community or school. 

Educators or parents can bring a phone and scan the QR Code to listen 

to a fluent speaker read the story in Anishinaabemowin. Waking Up 

Ojibwe used the Aginjibagwesi Mazina’igan 

(book) as the first Story Walk book. Asemaa 

ties were made and hung outside as a follow-

up activity. Kim Kirk and Darcy Jones plan on 

bringing this Story Walk to more schools this 

fall.   

Learn more: http://www.wakingupojibwe.ca/resources/

families/aginjibagwesi/aginjibagwesi/ 

https://www.rrdsb.com/
http://www.wakingupojibwe.ca/resources/families/aginjibagwesi/aginjibagwesi/
http://www.wakingupojibwe.ca/resources/families/aginjibagwesi/aginjibagwesi/
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Ojibwe Calendars  
In Winter 2022, students from FFHS Intermediate Grade 7 Ojibwe class created Ojibwe Calendars that are 
consistent with the New Moon.  This is how time was measured in the traditional way.  Students submitted 
images to represent each of the 13 months in one year's moon cycle, as well as phrases from the Ojibwe 
Peoples’ Dictionary to show what activities were happening in each month.  Each sentence was broken 
down to a word a day, with the complete sentence formed at the end of week.  The months do not match 
with a 12 month calendar; instead, they start when the new moon starts.   

Students and parents were also able to add the calendar sentences to their phones in order to keep up 
with the sentences throughout the year.   

After students completed the calendar, TakingItGlobal.org joined in and helped create the physical copies. 
Below are just a few examples of the images and phrases. 

 
 Giishpin noondawad diindiisi 

noondaagozid  gii-biboong, 
dibaajimo  noomag wii'-aabawaanig.  

If you hear a blue jay  calling in the 
winter, he's  telling you that it will warm 
up for a few days. 

 
Wiigwaasanakoonsan  gokeyawik
aagen waabooz ji-
nagwaanad,  maazhaa gaye bine.   

Use birch buds if you want to snare 
a rabbit or a partridge. 

We are further 
increasing the 
implementation of 
the Connected 
North 
Programming, as 
the content 
provider,  
TakingItGlobal, 
has worked 
across the country 
to highlight 

Indigenous voices as speakers/presenters for interactive education 
sessions and virtual field trips, such as students and staff meeting 
virtually with National Hockey League player, Reggie Leach. This 
allowed all students to learn from Indigenous role models and helps 
with goal setting and reaching one’s potential. 

This year, in addition to our Connected North schools (i.e., Mine 
Centre School, McCrosson-Tovell School, Nestor Falls School, J. 
W. Walker School, Fort Frances High School, and now Riverview 
School), all other schools will benefit from virtual fieldtrips and guest 
speakers to highlight Indigenous culture, perspectives, identity, and 
history in the Arts, as well as in specific secondary courses. 

Connected North Indigenous Grad 
Coach Program  

This Program is in its fourth year 
at Fort Frances High School. The 
goals of the Graduation Coach 
Program include increasing the 
graduation of Indigenous high 
school students, linking students 
with community resources, and 
assisting with the transition of 
Indigenous students from 
elementary school to the high 
school while supporting career 
planning and goal setting. An 
example of how this Program links 
students with supports from the 
community and bolsters goal 
setting was demonstrated in the 
spring of 2022:  graduating Grade 
8 and Grade 12 students had the 
opportunity to make ribbon shirts 
and skirts with local Elders.  
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Students at United Native Friendship Centre’s Alternative Secondary School Program learned cultural teachings 
by processing a beaver and otters.  

Cultural Teachings 

Ask a Knowledge Keeper 

Our Ask A Knowledge Keeper Program connects 
students in the classroom with First Nation Elders 
by allowing open dialogue and sharing of cultural 
teachings and practices. Through four, one-hour 
sessions (once a week for four weeks), students 
and Elders interact through virtual calls or in 
person. Topics include Tobacco, Hunting/
Trapping, Life as a Child (Living completely off 
the land), Fall activities, clans and ice fishing. 
 
Students lead the discussion through the creation 
of individual questions prior to meeting. Students 
are actively engaged with their class as they take 

turns asking their questions and listening to the Elders share their teachings and lived experiences. 
 
Approximately 25 classes across the District have participated in a total of 87 sessions. In April, we moved 
to in-person sessions with valuable teachings on the drum, pipe and ceremony being offered to students as 
these were not teachings that could be offered online. 

http://www.unfc.org/
http://www.unfc.org/native-alternative-education-program
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RRDSB INDIGENOUS EDUCATION 
WEBSITE 

For more information on Rainy River District 
School Board Indigenous Education 
Initiatives, please visit our website at: 
rrdsb.com/indigenous-education 

CONTACT US 

Rainy River District School Board 

522 Second Street East 

Fort Frances, Ontario 

P9A 1N4 

(807) 274-9855 

This publication is available in accessible formats upon request. 

September 2021- 
Shayden Whitecrow 

October 2021 – 
Jayce Linklater 

November 2021 – 
Justine Linklater 

December 2021 – 
Koda Radigan 

January 2022 – 
Mickenna Ryll 

February 2022 – 
Joelle Bruyere 

 

 

 

March 2022 –  
Joe Hardy 

 

 

 

 

 
April 2022 –  
Camille Tucker 

 

 

 

 

 
May 2022 – 
ShayLynn 
Marchuk 

Indigenous Students of 
the Month 2021-22 The Anishinaabemodaa initiative, a 

partnership with Seven Generations 
Education Institute and SayItFirst is currently 
in its sixth year and continues to grow to 
support communities, educators, families, 
and children. The Mentor/Learner Program 
launched its third cohort in July 2022, with 
five participants.  Cohort One has completed 
the 120 modules and has moved to working 
with speakers and Knowledge Keepers face-
to-face, and Cohort Two continues to work 
on modules, being about half way through 
the lessons.   This latter cohort’s students are 
surpassing expectations, advancing through 
the program quickly.   

This initiative speaks to different Calls to 
Action, namely 10 (iv), that while designated 
a federal responsibility, Ojibwe language is a 
focus that the Board has been working, in 
partnership with Seven Generations 
Education Institute, local communities, and 
SayItFirst, to offer to our students.  This year, 
we are expanding Ojibwe language 
programming to Nestor Falls School, in 
addition to the schools that already offer 
Ojibwe language instruction (McCrosson-
Tovell School, Crossroads School, Donald 
Young School, Mine Centre School, J. W. 
Walker School, Robert Moore School, and 
Fort Frances High School/FFHS 7/8).    

Mentor/Learner Program 

FORT FRANCES HIGH SCHOOL 

FNMI Self Identification 

Currently, the Rainy River District School Board voluntary 
student self-identification rate is approximately 40%, a slight 
increase of approximately 1 
percentage point.  To 
provide context, the 
provincial voluntary self-
identification rate is 
2.0%.  This data is used to 
help identify trends in 
achievement at schools and 
within programs and to 
provide further supports, 
where necessary. 

https://www.rrdsb.com/programs___learning/indigenous_education

